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Dear Friends of Central Piedmont, 

Your generosity during fiscal year 2026 has created life-changing opportunities for Central Piedmont students and 
strengthened our ability to serve the Charlotte-Mecklenburg community. Because of your support, students are 
accessing scholarships, workforce training, emergency assistance and transformative educational experiences that 
prepare them for meaningful careers and brighter futures. 

This report highlights the impact of your investment and the many ways philanthropy helps us respond to student 
needs while advancing our mission. From opening doors for individual learners to supporting programs that address 
critical workforce demands, your partnership makes a difference every day. 

Thank you for believing in our students and in the power of education to transform lives, families and communities. 
We are grateful for your continued support and proud to share the impact you make possible.

$17,494,081
TOTAL DOLLARS RAISED

632
TOTAL DONORS

2,571
FOUNDATION SCHOLARS

$122,255,942
TOTAL NET ASSETS

$4,991,493
TOTAL SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS PROVIDED

DONOR SPOTLIGHTS
HONORING A PASSION FOR SKILLED TRADES

The Stephen E. Wardlaw Endowed Scholarship honors the memory of 
Central Piedmont alumnus Stephen Wardlaw while creating opportunities 
for future skilled trades students. A graduate of the college’s Welding 
Technology and Nondestructive Examination Technology programs, Stephen 
built a successful career and inspired others through his passion for learning 
and craftsmanship. Established by family and friends, the scholarship has 
received nearly $118,000 from more than 75 donors. “We wanted to provide 
perpetual support for students in skilled trades, which is such a big need,” 
said his grandfather, Jim King. 

INVESTING IN THE NEXT GENERATION OF  
DENTAL HYGIENISTS 

Mint Hill Smiles has committed $30,000 to establish an endowed 
scholarship supporting Central Piedmont Dental Hygiene students. 
The partnership grew from the practice’s experience hiring Central 
Piedmont graduates and seeing the strength of the college’s talent 
pipeline firsthand. Since employing its first graduate, Mint Hill Smiles 
has welcomed four additional alumni to its team and participated in 
student recruitment efforts. “Education is part of who we are,” said 
Virginia Powell of Mint Hill Smiles. “Creating the scholarship was a 
natural next step for us.” 

A LEGACY THAT CONTINUES TO SHAPE 
MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

For decades, Bob and Peggy Culbertson championed education, 
equity and community engagement throughout the Charlotte region. 
Their support of Central Piedmont includes scholarships that help 
students overcome financial barriers and pursue their educational 
goals. Their commitment extends through a planned legacy gift that 
will benefit future generations of students. “We are big on upward 
mobility and believe education is absolutely the best answer,” Bob 
Culbertson said after they helped establish a pair of scholarships. 
Through their generosity, the Culbertsons — who passed away weeks 
apart in 2024 — continue creating opportunities for students while 
advancing a lifelong legacy of service and community impact. 
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